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​Enrollment​​Overview​
​For​​a​​sample​​schedule​​of​​the​​typical​​IJE​​Afterschool​​session,​​visit​​the​​Field​​School​​page​​on​​our​​website.​

​For​​nursery​​-​​5th​​graders:​
​•​ ​August​​Camp,​​two​​weeks​​of​​full-day​​camp​​before​​Labor​​Day.​​August​​Camp​​is​

​open​​to​​all​​families,​​including​​those​​not​​enrolled​​in​​our​​Afterschool.​

​•​ ​Nursery​​-​​5th​​grade​​children​​may​​enroll​​for​​our​​Monday​​-​​Thursday​​Afterschool.​

​Grades​​kindergarten​​and​​older​​choose​​at​​least​​one​​“A”​​day​​(Monday/Tuesday)​​and​

​one​​“B”​​day​​(Wednesday/Thursday).​​All​​are​​welcome​​for​​up​​to​​all​​4​​sessions!​

​•​ ​So​​many​​magical​​Special​​Days​​,​ ​full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment,​​throughout​​the​

​year​​when​​schools​​are​​closed.​​Special​​Days​​are​​also​​open​​to​​families​​not​​enrolled​

​in​​Afterschool.​

​For​​middle​​and​​high​​school​​(6th​​-​​12th​​grade)​​youth:​
​•​ ​Middle​​School​​(6th​​-8th):​​Middle​​school​​youth​​have​​the​​option​​to​​participate​​in​​a​

​once​​a​​week​​study​​group​​and​​to​​enroll​​for​​quarterly​​social​​programs.​​Enrollment​​in​

​the​​study​​group​​is​​not​​required​​to​​enroll​​in​​our​​social​​programming.​​Open​​to​​all​

​Jewish​​middle​​schoolers.​

​•​ ​Madrichim​​(6th-12th):​​Join​​the​​Education​​Team!​​Middle​​and​​High​​Schoolers​​are​

​invited​​to​​apply​​to​​be​​a​​Madrich​​(leader)​​for​​younger​​children.​​Youth​​in​​this​

​program​​will​​gain​​valuable​​work​​experience​​and​​learn​​key​​leadership​​and​

​professional​​skills.​

​•​ ​Middle​​schoolers​​(6th-8th)​​volunteer​​as​​Madrichim​​(leaders)​​for​​a​​fee​​and​

​can​​enroll​​using​​the​​enrollment​​form.​

​•​ ​We​​welcome​​high​​schoolers​​(9th-12th)​​fulfilling​​required​​volunteer​

​service​​hours.​​Teens​​who​​are​​now​​at​​least​​16​​years​​old​​are​​invited​​to​​apply​

​for​​paid​​positions​​as​​kevutzah​​(group)​​assistants.​​For​​paid​​positions,​​please​

​contact​​the​​Field​​School​​Director​​directly,​​daniel@jewishenrichment.org​​.​
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​Very​​exciting!​​How​​do​​I​​enroll​​my​​child(ren)?​

​For​​August​​Camp:​
​•​ ​Complete​​the​​registration​​form​​at​

​https://jewishenrichment.org/enrollment-forms/​​.​
​•​ ​August​​Camp​​2026​​enrollment​​is​​already​​open.​

​For​​3​​or​​more​​days​​of​​Afterschool​​per​​week:​
​•​ ​Complete​​the​​registration​​form​​at​

​https://jewishenrichment.org/enrollment-forms/​​.​
​•​ ​Enrollment​​opens​​Wednesday,​​April​​15th​​at​​12​​pm.​

​For​​1​​or​​2​​days​​of​​Afterschool​​per​​week:​

​•​ ​Complete​​the​​registration​​form​​at​
​https://jewishenrichment.org/enrollment-forms/​​.​

​•​ ​Enrollment​​opens​​Wednesday,​​April​​22nd​​at​​12​​pm.​

​For​​Special​​Days:​
​•​ ​Complete​​the​​registration​​form​​at​

​https://jewishenrichment.org/enrollment-forms/​​.​
​•​ ​Enrollment​​opens​​for​​2026-2027​​Special​​Days​​in​​September​​2026.​

​*​​Some​​days​​fill​​quickly.​​If​​you​​feel​​strongly​​about​​specific​​days,​​we​​recommend​​enrolling​​early.​
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​Calendar​​2026-2027​
​Key​​Dates​​and​​Closures​

​We​​are​​pleased​​to​​offer​​Special​​Days​​on​​many​​days​​off​​from​​school,​​including​​days​

​when​​there​​is​​no​​Afterschool.​​A​​full​​list​​of​​Special​​Days​​will​​be​​made​​available​​in​​August​

​2026.​

​Calendar​​may​​be​​updated​​throughout​​the​​year​​with​​sufficient​​notice.​

​5​

​August​​Camp​ ​Mon-Fri,​​August​​24-28​​(Week​​1)​
​Mon-Fri,​​August​​31-September​​4​​(Week​​2)​

​First​​Days​​of​​Session​​5787​ ​Wed,​​September​​9​

​Yom​​Kippur:​​Closed​ ​Mon,​​September​​21​

​Thanksgiving:​​No​​Afterschool​ ​Mon,​​November​​23​​-​​Thurs,​​November​​26​

​Winter​​Break:​​No​​Afterschool​ ​Mon,​​December​​21-​​Thurs,​​December​​31​

​Spring​​Break:​​No​​Afterschool​ ​Mon,​​March​​15​​-​​Thurs,​​March​​18​

​Passover:​​Closed​ ​Wed,​​April​​21​​-​​Thu,​​April​​22​

​Last​​Day​​of​​Session​ ​Tues,​​June​​8​



​Session​​Weekdays​​and​​Times​
​Nursery​​-​​fifth​​grade​​children:​

​•​ ​Nursery​​-​​kindergarten:​​Monday​​-​​Thursday,​​2:20*​​-​​5:45​​pm.​

​•​ ​Children​​dismissed​​before​​2:20​​pm​​on​​Wednesdays​​are​​welcome​

​onsite​​at​​1:20​​pm.​

​•​ ​First​​-​​fifth​​grade:​​Monday​​-​​Thursday,​​3:00*-5:45​​pm.​

​•​ ​Children​​dismissed​​before​​3:00​​pm​​on​​Wednesdays​​are​​welcome​

​onsite​​at​​2:20​​pm.​

​*Earliest​​potential​​arrival​​time.​​Actual​​arrival​​time​​depends​​on​​school​​dismissal​​and​​transportation.​

​Middle​​&​​High​​schoolers:​

​•​ ​Middle​​School​​Study​​Group:​​Wednesdays,​​4:00​​-​​5:30​​pm.​

​•​ ​Social​​and​​family​​programs​​will​​be​​scheduled​​on​​weekends​

​throughout​​the​​year.​

​•​ ​Madrichim​​(Leadership)​​program:​​Scheduled​​individually;​​certain​​weekdays​

​after​​school​​and/or​​on​​Special​​Days:​​full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​when​

​local​​schools​​are​​closed.​​Contact​​Rabbi​​Daniel​​for​​more​​information.​

​Age-Based​​Groupings​
​Nursery​​3​​-​​Kindergarten:​​Shorashim​​(“Roots”)​​and​​Shteelim​​(“Saplings”)​
​Shorashim​​and​​Shteelim​​children​​explore​​Judaism,​​Jewish​​texts,​​and​​Hebrew​

​language​​through​​play,​​creative​​arts,​​music,​​construction,​​science,​​stories,​​games,​

​and​​more.​​Children​​become​​familiar​​with​​different​​modes​​of​​expressing​​their​

​ideas,​​develop​​facility​​with​​various​​artistic​​materials​​and​​techniques,​​and​​practice​

​social​​awareness​​and​​relationship​​skills​​for​​collaborative,​​long-term​​projects.​

​While​​children​​decide​​how​​they​​want​​to​​play​​with​​Hebrew,​​using​​magnets,​​games,​

​blocks,​​stamps,​​or​​other​​materials,​​Shteelim​​also​​offers​​a​​more​​structured​

​introduction​​to​​Hebrew​​language​​and​​writing​​for​​children​​who​​are​​ready.​
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​Shorashim​​and​​Shteelim​​children​​must​​be​​comfortable​​using​​the​​toilet​​with​​minimal​

​assistance​​and​​are​​expected​​to​​attend​​sessions​​without​​their​​grown-ups.​

​Days/Times:​

​•​ ​Nursery​​children​​enroll​​for​​one​​or​​more​​days​​:​​Monday,​​Tuesday,​

​Wednesday,​​and/or​​Thursday,​​2:20*​​-​​5:45​​pm.​

​•​ ​Kindergarten​​children​​enroll​​for​​two​​or​​more​​days​​:​​one​​“A”​​day​

​(Monday/Tuesday)​​and​​one​​“B”​​day​​(Wednesday/Thursday),​​2:20*-​​5:45​​pm.​

​*Earliest​​potential​​arrival​​time.​​Actual​​arrival​​time​​depends​​on​​school​​dismissal​​and​​transportation.​

​First​​and​​Second​​Grade​​Children:​​Nitzanim​​(“Buds”)​
​Nitzanim​​children​​develop​​Jewish​​literacy​​through​​long-term,​​project-based​

​exploration​​of​​Jewish​​ideas​​and​​Hebrew​​language.​​Nitzanim​​express​​themselves​

​through​​art,​​drama,​​spoken​​word,​​and​​writing.​​They​​build​​listening,​​thinking,​​and​

​questioning​​skills​​while​​learning​​to​​value​​multiple​​perspectives.​​Nitzanim​​also​

​offers​​a​​more​​structured​​introduction​​to​​Hebrew​​language​​and​​writing​​for​

​children​​who​​are​​ready.​

​Days/Times:​

​•​ ​Nitzanim​​children​​enroll​​for​​two​​or​​more​​days​​:​​one​​“A”​​day​

​(Monday/Tuesday)​​and​​one​​“B”​​day​​(Wednesday/Thursday),​​3:00*​​-​​5:45​​pm.​

​*Earliest​​potential​​arrival​​time.​​Actual​​arrival​​time​​depends​​on​​school​​dismissal​​and​​transportation.​

​Third​​and​​Fourth​​Grade​​Children:​​Anafim​​(“Branches”​​)​
​Anafim​​children​​continue​​to​​acquire​​foundational​​Jewish​​literacy​​through​

​long-term,​​project-based​​learning,​​with​​greater​​independence​​and​​choice​​in​

​projects​​and​​materials.​​Anafim​​children​​explore​​personal​​connections​​with​​Judaism​

​and​​Jewish​​community​​while​​focusing​​on​​skills​​for​​text​​interpretation​​and​

​community​​dialogue.​​Hebrew​​language​​learning​​in​​Anafim​​supports​​deeper​

​engagement​​with​​text​​and​​each​​other.​
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​Children​​in​​Anafim​​are​​also​​invited​​to​​a​​few​​Special​​Shabbat​​(Saturday​​afternoon)​

​sessions​​throughout​​the​​year.​​A​​fun​​way​​to​​celebrate​​Shabbat​​with​​their​​peers​​and​

​educators!​

​Days/Times:​

​•​ ​Anafim​​children​​enroll​​for​​two​​or​​more​​days​​:​​one​​“A”​​day​​(Monday/Tuesday)​

​and​​one​​“B”​​day​​(Wednesday/Thursday),​​3:00*​​-​​5:45​​pm.​

​*Earliest​​potential​​arrival​​time.​​Actual​​arrival​​time​​depends​​on​​school​​dismissal​​and​​transportation.​

​Fifth​​Grade​​Children:​​Alonim​​(“Oak​​Trees”)​
​Alonim​​children​​continue​​to​​develop​​foundational​​Jewish​​literacy​​while​​grappling​

​with​​a​​broader​​range​​of​​texts​​and​​historical​​information.​​Children​​experience​​more​

​choice​​in​​their​​projects.​​Alonim​​children​​are​​familiar​​with​​chavruta​​(partner​​text​

​study),​​and​​use​​the​​process​​comfortably​​to​​explore​​their​​own​​relationship​​with​

​Judaism​​.​​Alonim​​children​​decode​​Hebrew​​with​​ease,​​and​​children​​work​​o​​n​​reading​

​fluency.​​A​​major​​focus​​of​​the​​Alonim​​Hebrew​​curriculum​​is​​Jewish​​prayer​​and​​the​

​structure​​of​​Jewish​​prayer​​services.​

​Children​​in​​Alonim​​are​​invited​​to​​a​​few​​special​​Shabbat​​(Saturday​​afternoon)​

​sessions​​throughout​​the​​year.​​A​​fun​​way​​to​​celebrate​​Shabbat​​with​​their​​peers​​and​

​educators!​

​Days/Times:​

​•​ ​Alonim​​children​​enroll​​for​​two​​or​​more​​days​​:​​one​​“A”​​day​​(Monday/Tuesday)​

​and​​one​​“B”​​day​​(Wednesday/Thursday),​​3:00*​​-​​5:45​​pm.​

​*Earliest​​potential​​arrival​​time.​​Actual​​arrival​​time​​depends​​on​​school​​dismissal​​and​​transportation.​
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​Middle​​School​​Youth​​(6th​​-​​8th​​Grade)​
​Our​​middle​​school​​platform​​allows​​families​​to​​choose​​from​​different​​learning,​

​social,​​and​​volunteer​​opportunities.​

​Enroll​​for​​one​​or​​more​​components​​depending​​on​​your​​child’s​​interests:​

​•​ ​Weekly​​Study​​Group:​​Meet​​as​​a​​cohort​​to​​explore​​questions​​of​

​self-identity,​​community,​​and​​Jewish​​life​​today.​​For​​example:​​How​​can​​I​​be​​a​

​good​​friend?​​What​​are​​Jewish​​views​​on​​tattoos?​​What​​are​​different​​kinds​​of​

​holiday​​celebrations?​​What​​happens​​when​​people​​die?​​What​​responsibilities​

​do​​I​​have​​to​​other​​Jews?​​To​​all​​people?​​The​​study​​group​​explores​​questions​

​through​​Jewish​​text​​study,​​book​​and​​internet​​research,​​yetzirah​
​(art/creativity),​​interviews,​​field​​trips,​​and​​more.​

​•​ ​Quarterly​​Weekend​​Social​​Gatherings:​​In​​past​​years,​​we​​have​

​hosted​​Chanukah​​candle​​lighting​​+​​ice​​skating​​on​​the​​Midway​​and​

​Chocolate​​Seder​​for​​Passover.​

​•​ ​Quarterly​​Family​​Programs:​​Examples​​include​​our​​Family​​Heritage​

​Night,​​which​​supports​​children​​in​​learning​​about​​their​​family’s​​history.​

​•​ ​Madrichim​​(Leadership)​​program:​
​•​ ​Volunteer​​Training​​and​​Placement:​​Middle​​school​​youth​​can​​set​​up​​a​

​regular​​volunteer​​commitment​​with​​the​​younger​​children’s​​groups​

​after​​school,​​or​​on​​Special​​Days​​(full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​when​

​local​​schools​​are​​out).​​We​​also​​connect​​youth​​with​​other​​local​

​volunteer​​opportunities.​

​•​ ​Connections​​to​​broader​​Jewish​​community:​​We​​connect​​middle​

​schoolers​​with​​local​​Jewish​​organizations​​they​​may​​wish​​to​​get​

​involved​​in,​​like​​the​​Jewish​​Council​​on​​Urban​​Affairs​​or​​Keshet​​.​

​Days/Times:​

​•​ ​Middle​​School​​Study​​Group:​​Wednesdays,​​4:30​​-​​6:00​​pm​

​•​ ​All​​other​​middle​​school​​components​​will​​be​​scheduled​​separately.​
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​High​​School​​Youth​​(9th​​-​​12th​​Grade)​
​High​​Schoolers​​may​​choose​​to​​volunteer,​​or​​work​​for​​pay​​at​​the​​Institute​​for​

​Jewish​​Enrichment.​

​•​ ​Volunteering:​​High​​school​​youth​​can​​set​​up​​a​​recurring​​and​​regular​

​volunteer​​commitment​​in​​younger​​children’s​​groups​​on​​a​​weekday​​after​

​school,​​or​​during​​August​​Camp​​or​​Special​​Days​​(full​​days​​of​​Jewish​

​Enrichment​​when​​local​​schools​​are​​out).​​We​​encourage​​10th​​grade​​teens​​to​

​fulfill​​their​​volunteer​​requirement​​through​​a​​year-long​​placement​​at​​the​​IJE.​

​•​ ​Paid​​Employment:​​Juniors​​and​​seniors​​may​​apply​​for​​paid​​positions​​as​

​kevutzah​​(group)​​assistants.​​Learn​​valuable​​professional​​skills​​and​​how​​to​

​work​​with​​children!​

​Hebrew​
​Hebrew​​at​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​strengthens​​a​​child’s​​foundation​

​for​​this​​shared​​ancient​​language.​​Our​​curricular​​focus​​is​​on​​Hebrew​​that​​opens​​the​

​door​​to​​classical​​Jewish​​texts,​​Hebrew​​vocabulary​​for​​modern​​Jewish​​life,​​and​

​chanting​​prayers.​

​•​ ​At​​our​​Afterschool,​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​children:​

​•​ ​Learn​​Jewish​​life​​vocabulary​​,​​i.e.,​​a​​set​​of​​Hebrew​​words​​connected​

​to​​Jewish​​holidays​​and​​traditions.​​Mastery​​of​​this​​vocabulary​​affords​

​children​​a​​comfort​​and​​familiarity​​in​​Jewish​​community​​and​​spaces.​

​•​ ​Practice​​decoding​​(sounding​​out)​​Hebrew​​in​​preparation​​for​​future​

​Hebrew​​learning​​(e.g.,​​B-Mitzvah,​​college​​courses).​

​•​ ​Ignite​​wonder​​about​​how​​Hebrew​​unlocks​​the​​code​​of​​Jewish​​texts.​

​Becoming​​familiar​​with​​the​​structure​​and​​grammar​​of​​Biblical​​and/or​

​liturgical​​Hebrew​​allows​​children​​to​​experience​​the​​power​​of​​Hebrew​

​words​​and​​phrases​​as​​they​​echo​​through​​the​​text.​

​•​ ​Grow​​their​​relationship​​to​​Jewish​​prayers​​and​​the​​structure​​of​​the​

​Jewish​​prayer​​service.​
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​•​ ​All​​children​​have​​Hebrew​​exposure​​every​​time​​they​​are​​onsite​​at​​the​​IJE.​

​Hebrew​​is​​embedded​​in​​the​​language​​of​​our​​routines,​​and​​as​​part​​of​​our​

​entire​​visual​​and​​auditory​​environment.​​In​​addition,​​children​​in​​first​​-​​fifth​

​grade​​at​​our​​Afterschool​​have​​a​​dedicated​​Zeman​​Ivrit​​(Hebrew​​time)​​as​

​part​​of​​their​​session.​​Children​​learn​​Jewish​​prayers​​through​​our​​communal​

​Shirah/Tefillah​​(Singing/Prayer)​​at​​the​​end​​of​​each​​session.​

​•​ ​We​​understand​​that​​sometimes​​children​​need​​to​​be​​picked​​up​​before​​the​

​end​​of​​session.​​Please​​be​​aware​​that​​if​​children​​are​​frequently​​picked​​up​
​early,​​they​​will​​likely​​miss​​Hebrew​​and​​prayer​​learning,​​as​​Zeman​​Ivrit​
​(Hebrew​​time)​​is​​often​​the​​last​​activity​​of​​each​​session.​​In​​addition,​​we​​find​

​that​​children​​who​​often​​miss​​Shirah/Tefillah​​(Singing/Prayer,​​5:30-5:45​​pm)​

​struggle​​to​​master​​prayers​​by​​the​​time​​they​​reach​​our​​fifth​​grade​​tefillah​
​(prayer)​​curriculum.​​Singing​​and​​learning​​prayer​​from​​a​​young​​age​​reinforces​

​children’s​​Hebrew​​acquisition​​and​​theirJewish​​literacy.​

​Special​​Days:​​Full​​Days​​of​​Jewish​
​Enrichment​

​When​​local​​schools​​close​​for​​national​​holidays​​and​​parent-teacher​​conferences,​​we​

​may​​offer​​Special​​Days:​​full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​for​​children​​in​​nursery​​3​
​-​​fifth​​grade.​

​On​​our​​Special​​Days,​​we​​discover​​and​​explore​​a​​Jewish​​person​​or​​idea,​​culminating​

​in​​a​​big​​project​​by​​the​​end​​of​​the​​day.​​On​​previous​​Special​​Days,​​children​​have​

​written​​and​​illustrated​​their​​own​​comic​​books,​​performed​​a​​play​​about​​the​

​Chanukah​​story​​with​​costumes​​and​​sets,​​painted​​giant​​Mark​​Rothko​​art,​​and​

​cooked​​four​​different​​kinds​​of​​charoset.​​Special​​Days​​ROCK!​
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​The​​yearly​​schedule​​of​​Special​​Days​​is​​finalized​​on​​o​​ur​​website​​starting​​in​​Early​

​September​​and​​is​​also​​embedded​​into​​the​​Special​​Days​​enrollment​​form.​​Special​

​Days​​are​​also​​open​​to​​families​​not​​enrolled​​in​​our​​Afterschool.​

​To​​ensure​​proper​​preparation​​and​​staffing,​​Special​​Day​​enrollment​​closes​​5​
​business​​days​​before​​the​​date​​(Mon-Fri).​​For​​example,​​enrollment​​for​​a​​Special​

​Day​​on​​Thursday​​2/27​​would​​close​​on​​Thursday​​2/20.​​Most​​of​​our​​Special​​Days​​do​

​reach​​capacity,​​so​​we​​recommend​​enrolling​​as​​soon​​as​​you​​know​​your​​plans.​

​Special​​Days​​that​​reach​​capacity​​may​​have​​a​​waitlist,​​and​​we​​will​​notify​​families​​as​

​soon​​as​​a​​spot​​becomes​​available​​if​​we​​are​​able​​to​​welcome​​you​​off​​of​​the​​waitlist.​

​Thank​​you​​for​​partnering​​with​​us​​to​​support​​the​​IJE​​staff!​

​August​​Camp​
​The​​IJE’s​​August​​Camp​​(for​​rising​​Pre-K​​through​​fifth​​grade)​​will​​run​​the​​last​​two​

​weeks​​before​​Labor​​Day:​​August​​24​​-​​28,​​2025​​and​​August​​31​​-​​September​​4,​
​2026.​​We​​spend​​our​​camp​​days​​playing​​fun​​games,​​making​​amazing​​art,​​and​

​laughing​​lots!​

​At​​previous​​camps​​we’ve​​designed​​our​​own​​stamps​​for​​Rosh​​Hashanah​​cards,​

​taken​​field​​trips​​to​​see​​Marc​​Chagall’s​​art​​around​​the​​city​​and​​designed​​our​​own​​art​

​inspired​​by​​his​​style,​​and​​created​​mosaics​​inspired​​by​​archeological​​digs​​at​​Huqoq.​

​Camp​​is​​AWESOME!​

​August​​Camp​​is​​also​​open​​to​​families​​not​​enrolled​​in​​our​​Afterschool.​​Tell​​your​

​friends!​​It’s​​a​​great​​way​​to​​help​​transition​​children​​from​​the​​less​​structured​​days​​of​

​the​​summer​​back​​into​​their​​school​​routines.​
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​Dietary​​Restrictions​​and​​Allergies​
​All​​children​​at​​the​​IJE​​should​​feel​​safe​​and​​fully​​included​​in​​every​​part​​of​​the​​day.​

​We​​partner​​with​​children​​and​​families​​who​​have​​a​​variety​​of​​dietary​​needs,​

​including​​but​​not​​limited​​to:​​kosher​​dietary​​laws,​​vegan​​restrictions,​​and​​all​​food​

​allergies/intolerances.​

​All​​snacks​​served​​by​​the​​IJE,​​and​​all​​baking​​or​​cooking​​on​​IJE​​premises,​​is​

​vegetarian,​​kosher,​​and​​nut-free,​​and​​takes​​into​​account​​all​​the​​food​

​allergies/intolerances​​of​​our​​children​​as​​well​​as​​our​​values​​around​​food.​​To​​keep​

​our​​allergen​​risk​​as​​close​​to​​zero​​as​​possible,​​children​​do​​not​​bring​​snacks​​or​​treats​

​from​​home​​to​​Afterschool​​sessions.​​On​​Special​​Days​​or​​August​​Camp,​​we​​ensure​

​that​​children​​bring​​packed​​lunches​​that​​meet​​our​​allergen​​protocols.​​When​

​enrolling,​​please​​tell​​us​​what​​allergy​​or​​dietary​​restrictions​​may​​be​​relevant​​to​​your​

​family,​​and​​we​​will​​be​​in​​touch​​to​​make​​a​​plan​​with​​you.​

​Transportation​
​We​​currently​​offer​​van​​service​​from​​various​​local​​schools​​to​​the​​IJE​​for​​an​

​additional​​fee.​​Our​​van​​service​​is​​contracted​​through​​a​​third​​party.​

​Children​​from​​Akiba​​Schechter​​Day​​School​​walk​​over​​across​​the​​street​​with​​one​​of​

​our​​staff​​members.​

​Does​​your​​child​​attend​​a​​different​​school,​​and​​you’d​​like​​more​​information​​about​

​your​​options?​​Please​​reach​​out​​to​​us​​at​​admin@jewishenrichment.org​​.​​You​​can​​also​

​voice​​interest​​for​​van​​service​​in​​the​​enrollment​​form​​!​

​Tuition​
​Tuition​​at​​our​​flags​​hip​​Afterschool​​finances​​an​​entire​​school​​year​​of​​weekday​

​sessions,​​project​​materials,​​family​​and​​community​​programs,​​and​​Special​​Saturday​

​sessions​​for​​older​​children.​
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​We​​care​​very​​much​​about​​our​​offerings​​being​​accessible​​to​​your​​family.​​Field​

​School​​tuition​​remains​​competitive​​with​​comparable​​local​​programs,​​and​​is​

​significantly​​lower​​than​​Jewish​​afterschools​​around​​the​​country.​​Congregation​
​Rodfei​​Zedek​​offers​​tuition​​subsidies​​for​​member​​families.​​KAM​​Isaiah-Israel​
​offers​​a​​tuition​​discount​​to​​member​​families​​participating​​in​​the​​Shoresh​​Religious​

​School​​as​​well​​as​​the​​IJE.​​This​​collaborative​​enrollment​​incentive​​reflects​​our​

​shared​​commitment​​to​​Jewish​​education​​and​​community​​partnership.​

​Tuition​​support​​is​​available​​,​​and​​we’d​​like​​to​​spend​​every​​dollar​​in​​our​​tuition​

​support​​fund,​​every​​year.​​We​​appreciate​​being​​in​​community​​with​​you,​​and​​value​

​the​​opportunity​​to​​work​​with​​your​​children.​

​School​​Year​​Program​​Registration​​Fee​

​•​ ​$100/family​​(non-refundable)​

​Tuition​​for​​Afterschool​​(Nursery​​-​​5th​​Grade)​
​Includes​​an​​entire​​school​​year​​of​​regular​​weekday​​sessions,​​project​​materials,​

​family​​and​​community​​programs,​​and​​planned​​Saturday​​sessions​​for​​older​​children.​

​•​ ​1​​day/week​​(nursery/middle​​school​​only):​​$1,800​
​•​ ​2​​days/week:​​$3,400​
​•​ ​3​​days/week:​​$4,850​
​•​ ​4​​days/week:​​$6,400​

​Tuition​​for​​Pre-Teens​​and​​Teens​​(6th​​-​​8th​​Grade)​
​Includes​​an​​entire​​school​​year​​of​​weekly​​sessions,​​project​​materials,​​family​​and​

​community​​programs,​​and​​a​​teen​​educator​​who​​supports​​teens​​in​​getting​​involved​

​in​​Jewish​​life​​in​​ways​​that​​matter​​to​​the​​teen.​

​•​ ​Weekly​​study​​group:​​$1,800​
​•​ ​Madrichim​​(6th-9th​​grade):​

​•​ ​August​​Camp:​​$50​​per​​day​
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​•​ ​School​​Year:​​$​​350​
​•​ ​High​​school​​youth​​(10th​​grade​​+)​​can​​serve​​as​​a​​Madrich​​for​​volunteer​​hours​​or​

​for​​pay.​​Please​​contact​​Rabbi​​Daniel​​directly:​​daniel@jewishenrichment.org​​.​

​Special​​Days​​Hours​​&​​Tuition​
​Special​​Days​​run​​from​​8:30​​am​​-5:00​​on​​Monday​​through​​Thursday,​​and​

​8:30am-4:00pm​​on​​Friday​​or​​the​​eve​​of​​Jewish​​holidays.​

​Special​​Days​​tuition:​

​●​ ​Families​​enrolled​​in​​IJE​​Afterschool:​​$105/day​​early​​registration,​

​$115/day​​within​​5​​business​​days​​of​​the​​Special​​Day​

​●​ ​Families​​not​​enrolled​​in​​IJE​​Afterschool:​​$115/day​​early​​registration,​

​$125/day​​within​​5​​business​​days​​of​​the​​Special​​Day.​

​August​​Camp​​Tuition​
​August​​Camp​​is​​offered​​for​​children​​entering​​Pre-K*​​through​​6th​​grade.​
​*Children​​must​​have​​turned​​4​​years​​old​​and​​use​​the​​bathroom​​independently​​before​​camp.​

​On​​Monday​​-​​Thursday,​​camp​​runs​​from​​8:30​​am​​-​​5:00​​pm​​,​​with​​a​​pickup​​window​

​from​​4:30-5:00​​pm​​,​​and​​from​​8:30​​am​​-​​4:00​​pm​​on​​Fridays.​

​•​ ​Families​​enrolled​​in​​IJE​​Afterschool:​​$525/week​​early​​registration,​

​$550/week​​within​​5​​business​​days​​of​​the​​start​​of​​August​​Camp.​

​•​ ​Families​​not​​enrolled​​in​​IJE​​Afterschool:​​$575/day​​early​​registration,​

​$600/day​​within​​5​​business​​days​​of​​the​​start​​of​​August​​Camp.​

​Tuition​​Support​
​The​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​offers​​tuition​​support.​​If​​the​​cost​​of​​tuition​​for​

​the​​Afterschool​​is​​a​​barrier​​for​​your​​family,​​we​​encourage​​you​​to​​reach​​out​​to​​Rabbi​

​Larry​​Edwards​​for​​a​​confidential​​conversation​​at​
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​financialsupport@jewishenrichment.org​​.​​Support​​is​​available​​for​​up​​to​​50%​​of​​a​
​family’s​​tuition.​

​Withdrawals​​and​​Refunds​
​Written​​notice​​is​​required​​for​​all​​withdrawals.​​This​​policy​​applies​​to​​all​​grade​​levels.​

​Registration​​Fee:​
​The​​$100​​registration​​fee​​is​​non-refundable.​

​Tuition:​
​If​​written​​notice​​of​​withdrawal​​is​​received​​before​​July​​1,​​no​​tuition​​will​​be​​charged.​

​If​​written​​notice​​of​​withdrawal​​is​​received​​from​​July​​1​​through​​October​​15,​

​families​​are​​financially​​responsible​​for​​60%​​of​​the​​total​​annual​​tuition,​​regardless​

​of​​the​​withdrawal​​date.​

​After​​October​​15​​,​​families​​are​​responsible​​for​​100%​​of​​annual​​tuition.​

​Transportation​​fees:​
​Transportation​​fees​​are​​non-refundable,​​regardless​​of​​circumstances.​

​Absence:​
​No​​refunds​​are​​issued​​for​​absences​​due​​to​​illness,​​holidays,​​snow​​days,​​or​

​vacations.​

​Nursery​​&​​Kindergarten​​Reduction​​in​​Days:​
​We​​understand​​that​​younger​​children​​may​​need​​time​​to​​adjust​​to​​longer​​weeks.​

​Families​​of​​Nursery​​through​​Kindergarten​​children​​may​​request​​a​​reduction​​in​

​days​​through​​October​​15.​​Reductions​​requested​​by​​October​​15​​will​​be​​adjusted​

​on​​a​​pro-rated​​basis.​

​After​​October​​15,​​the​​original​​tuition​​commitment​​remains​​in​​effect​​for​​the​​year.​

​1st​​Grade​​and​​Older​​Day​​Switches:​
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​On​​occasion​​a​​family​​needs​​to​​switch​​days​​of​​enrollment​​for​​their​​child​​or​​children.​

​Day​​switches​​are​​sometimes​​possible​​at​​the​​sole​​discretion​​of​​the​​IJE​​based​​on​

​space,​​staffing,​​and​​group​​needs.​​Day​​switches​​may​​not​​always​​be​​able​​to​​be​

​accommodated.​

​Extenuating​​Circumstances:​
​In​​cases​​of​​serious​​illness,​​family​​relocation​​outside​​the​​Chicago​​area,​​or​​financial​

​hardship,​​families​​may​​request​​changes​​and​​adjustments.​​Adjustments,​​if​​granted,​

​are​​made​​at​​the​​discretion​​of​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment.​

​Requested​​Withdrawal:​
​We​​reserve​​the​​right​​to​​request​​withdrawal​​of​​a​​child​​in​​certain​​circumstances,​​and​

​tuition​​may​​be​​refunded​​proportionally​​in​​such​​a​​case.​

​Special​​Programming​​(August​​Camp,​​Special​​Days):​
​•​ ​Withdrawals​​for​​special​​programming​​must​​be​​made​​at​​least​​3​​business​

​days​​in​​advance​​to​​be​​issued​​a​​full​​refund.​​This​​policy​​affirms​​the​​value​​of​

​our​​labor;​​we​​are​​staffed​​based​​on​​enrollment​​numbers​​with​​diminishing​

​flexibility​​as​​we​​get​​closer​​to​​the​​day.​

​•​ ​We​​reserve​​the​​right​​to​​charge​​full​​price​​for​​the​​day​​if​​the​​Institute​​for​

​Jewish​​Enrichment​​does​​not​​receive​​notification​​in​​writing.​

​•​ ​Many​​of​​our​​Special​​Days​​have​​a​​waitlist​​,​​so​​please​​inform​​the​​IJE​​as​​soon​

​as​​possible​​of​​your​​cancellation.​

​Cancellation​​Policy​
​All​​IJE​​programs,​​including​​Special​​Days​​and​​Late​​Afternoons,​​are​​subject​​to​

​sufficient​​enrollment​​requirements.​​Certain​​programs​​may​​be​​canceled​​if​​there​​is​

​insufficient​​enrollment​​one​​week​​in​​advance​​of​​the​​event.​

​The​​IJE​​informs​​families​​at​​least​​two​​weeks​​in​​advance​​if​​a​​session/program​​is​​at​

​risk​​of​​cancellation​​due​​to​​low​​enrollment.​​We​​then​​follow​​up​​a​​week​​in​​advance​
​to​​confirm​​whether​​the​​program​​will​​be​​canceled.​​A​​full​​refund​​for​​the​​canceled​

​program​​would​​be​​issued​​in​​such​​a​​case.​
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​Frequently​​Asked​​Questions​

​What​​is​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment?​

​The​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​offers​​a​​pedagogy​​for​​raising​​the​​child’s​
​voice​​in​​Jewish​​education.​​We​​operate​​a​​laboratory​​Afterschool​​in​​Hyde​​Park,​

​Chicago.​​As​​an​​Institute,​​we​​share​​our​​unique​​approach​​nationwide​​through​

​workshops,​​training,​​and​​coaching.​

​Founded​​in​​2011,​​we​​empower​​children​​to​​build​​their​​own​​personal​​relationship​

​with​​Judaism,​​in​​a​​diverse​​Jewish​​community​​that​​prizes​​empathy,​​critical​​and​

​creative​​thinking,​​artistic​​expression,​​and​​family​​involvement.​​The​​Institute​​for​

​Jewish​​Enrichment​​is​​recognized​​nationally​​as​​an​​exceptional​​model​​of​​deep,​

​personal​​Jewish​​children’s​​learning.​

​What​​Jewish​​denomination​​is​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​affiliated​
​with?​

​The​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​is​​not​​affiliated​​with​​any​​denomination​​or​

​movement​​of​​Judaism,​​and​​our​​community​​represents​​a​​wide​​range​​of​​Jewish​

​beliefs​​and​​practices.​​Many​​of​​our​​families​​are​​affiliated​​with​​other​​Jewish​

​communities,​​synagogues,​​and/or​​temples​​in​​the​​Chicago​​area;​​many​​of​​our​

​families​​are​​not​​affiliated​​with​​any​​other​​Jewish​​institutions.​

​Our​​curriculum​​encourages​​children​​to​​explore​​Jewish​​texts​​and​​traditions,​​and​​to​

​develop​​their​​own​​personal​​interpretation​​of,​​and​​relationship​​with,​​Judaism.​​Our​

​children​​and​​families​​have​​a​​wide​​range​​of​​beliefs​​and​​practices​​around​​God,​

​Jewish​​holidays,​​and​​Jewish​​texts.​​The​​diversity​​of​​our​​Jewish​​families​​is​​our​

​strength​​and​​valued​​as​​part​​of​​the​​educational​​experience.​

​What​​ages​​does​​your​​program​​include?​
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​We​​currently​​have​​offerings​​for​​children​​in​​pre-kindergarten​​through​​12th​
​grade.​​We​​run​​Monday​​-​​Thursday​​afternoon​​programming​​for​​three-year-olds​

​through​​fifth​​grade​​children.​​We​​offer​​a​​diverse​​platform​​of​​programs​​for​​middle​

​schoolers,​​including​​a​​weekly​​study​​group​​on​​Wednesday​​afternoons,​​quarterly​

​family​​events,​​twice​​quarterly​​social​​programs,​​and​​volunteer​​opportunities.​​We​

​also​​offer​​volunteer​​and​​work​​opportunities​​for​​those​​in​​high​​school.​

​My​​partner​​isn’t​​Jewish​​/​​I’m​​a​​single​​parent​​/​​I’m​​raising​​my​​grandchildren​​/​
​My​​child​​has​​two​​parents​​of​​the​​same​​gender​​/​​We​​don’t​​celebrate​​Jewish​
​holidays​​at​​home.​​Will​​our​​family​​fit​​in?​

​Yes.​

​What​​days​​should​​we​​choose?​​How​​many​​days​​should​​we​​choose?​

​Choose​​the​​days​​that​​work​​best​​for​​your​​family.​​We​​foster​​community​​among​

​the​​children​​as​​part​​of​​our​​pedagogy,​​no​​matter​​which​​days​​they​​attend.​​In​

​addition,​​we​​offer​​several​​opportunities​​throughout​​the​​year​​for​​children​​and​

​families​​to​​get​​to​​know​​each​​other.​

​Our​​project-based​​curriculum​​makes​​it​​possible​​for​​children​​to​​ask​​the​​questions​

​that​​matter​​to​​them,​​and​​to​​wrestle​​with​​these​​questions​​in​​ways​​they​​prefer,​​in​​a​

​community​​of​​peers,​​as​​part​​of​​the​​long​​tradition​​of​​Jewish​​conversation.​​Every​

​session​​here​​reflects​​the​​mix​​of​​children​​and​​ideas​​present​​that​​day;​​every​​session​

​offers​​something​​new.​

​Why​​do​​children​​attend​​at​​least​​two​​days/week​​starting​​in​​kindergarten?​

​The​​kind​​of​​creative,​​communal,​​long-term​​project​​work​​we​​do​​with​​children​

​requires​​them​​to​​trust​​each​​other,​​collaborate,​​and​​take​​risks.​​It​​takes​​time​​to​
​build​​and​​sustain​​the​​kind​​of​​relationships​​that​​support​​this​​intensive​​work.​
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​Children​​need​​to​​revisit​​their​​thinking​​about​​themes​​and​​topics​​at​​least​​twice​

​during​​the​​week​​in​​order​​to​​continue​​developing​​their​​ideas​​toward​​long-term​

​projects.​

​In​​addition,​​to​​learn​​Hebrew​​in​​a​​natural​​way​​(i.e.,​​via​​the​​auditory​​environment,​

​through​​play),​​children​​need​​to​​hear​​and​​play​​with​​the​​language​​multiple​​times​​a​

​week.​

​Finally,​​the​​IJE​​is​​more​​than​​an​​institution​​of​​Jewish​​children’s​​learning,​​it​​is​​a​​home​

​and​​community​​for​​our​​children​​and​​families.​​It​​is​​a​​safe​​place​​for​​children​​to​

​engage​​with​​their​​peers,​​form​​bonds​​with​​their​​educators,​​and​​explore​​who​​they​

​are​​as​​humans​​through​​art,​​text,​​and​​conversation.​​More​​time​​at​​the​​IJE​​is​​additive,​

​and​​children​​are​​welcome​​onsite​​for​​up​​to​​4​​days​​a​​week​​to​​continue​​their​​growth.​

​Do​​you​​teach​​Hebrew?​​Does​​my​​child​​need​​to​​learn​​Hebrew?​

​Hebrew​​is​​embedded​​into​​our​​auditory​​and​​visual​​environment,​​and​​in​​the​​routines​

​of​​our​​day,​​so​​children​​pick​​up​​the​​language​​naturally​​.​

​Children​​of​​all​​ages​​play​​games​​in​​Hebrew,​​often​​choosing​​how​​they​​would​​like​​to​

​engage​​that​​day.​​Hebrew​​is​​woven​​into​​our​​higher-energy​​playtime​​for​​younger​

​children,​​and​​older​​children​​master​​decoding​​(reading​​Hebrew​​words​​out​​loud),​

​prayers,​​and​​writing​​with​​a​​specialized​​curriculum​​tailored​​to​​their​​needs.​

​Comfort​​with​​the​​Hebrew​​language​​and​​a​​live​​vocabulary​​are​​essential​​to​

​developing​​confidence​​in​​owning​​the​​texts​​of​​our​​centuries’-old​​Jewish​

​conversation.​​A​​child​​who​​owns​​these​​texts​​can​​play​​with​​Judaism,​​creating​
​their​​own​​meaning​​in​​Jewish​​life​​and​​community.​

​Why​​do​​you​​have​​multi-age​​groupings?​
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​The​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​offers​​multi-age​​learning​​in​​all​​kevutzot​
​(groups).​​With​​a​​range​​of​​ages,​​children​​learn​​from​​each​​other​​through​
​role-modeling.​​This​​stimulates​​younger​​children​​intellectually,​​and​​allows​​older​

​children​​to​​develop​​self-reliance​​and​​responsibility.​​Multi-age​​groupings​​also​

​promote​​friendship​​between​​children​​of​​various​​ages,​​which​​strengthens​​the​

​community​​as​​a​​whole.​

​This​​grouping​​creates​​opportunities​​for​​children​​to​​see​​that​​each​​of​​us​​brings​

​strengths​​and​​unique​​perspectives​​to​​our​​community.​

​Do​​you​​offer​​Jewish​​enrichment​​when​​school​​is​​closed?​

​Yes!​​We​​offer​​Special​​Days:​​full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​for​​children​​nursery​

​3​​-​​fifth​​grade,​​when​​local​​schools​​are​​closed​​for​​national​​holidays​​or​​parent​

​teacher​​conferences.​​We​​also​​run​​full​​days​​of​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​Camp​​during​

​selected​​longer​​breaks​​from​​school.​

​We​​spend​​our​​Special​​Days​​and​​Camp​​days​​playing​​and​​exploring​​a​​Jewish​​person​

​(e.g.,​​Marc​​Chagall)​​or​​idea​​(e.g.,​​the​​tastes​​of​​Passover),​​culminating​​in​​a​​big​​project​

​by​​the​​end​​of​​the​​day​​or​​week.​​The​​full​​schedule​​of​​Special​​Days​​is​​available​​on​​our​

​website​​in​​September.​

​Special​​Days​​and​​Camp​​are​​open​​to​​all​​families,​​not​​just​​those​​enrolled​​in​​our​
​Afterschool.​

​Do​​you​​offer​​summer​​programming?​

​Yes!​​In​​summer​​2026,​​we’ll​​meet​​on​​three​​Sundays​​to​​play​​in​​parks​​around​​the​​city,​

​including​​some​​IJE-style​​fun.​​See​​our​​Google​​Calendar​​for​​more​​details​​about​

​location.​​We​​also​​run​​August​​Camp​​(for​​rising​​Pre-K​​through​​6th​​grade:​​Monday​

​through​​Friday,​​August​​24-​​28,​​2026​​and​​August​​31-September​​4,​​2026.​

​Will​​my​​child​​be​​ready​​for​​a​​B-Mitzvah?​
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​Yes.​​Children​​at​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment​​develop​​the​​skills,​
​knowledge,​​and​​confidence​​to​​design​​their​​own​​lifelong​​relationship​​to​
​Judaism.​​Starting​​at​​an​​early​​age,​​children​​develop​​a​​relationship​​with​​the​​Torah,​

​learn​​to​​express​​their​​own​​ideas​​about​​Torah​​and​​Judaism,​​and​​dialogue​

​respectfully​​with​​peers.​​Children​​at​​the​​IJE​​learn​​Hebrew​​and​​Jewish​​prayers,​​and​

​about​​Jewish​​prayer​​services.​​By​​the​​time​​children​​reach​​the​​age​​of​​B-Mitzvah​​(a​

​gender​​neutral​​term)​​at​​the​​Institute​​for​​Jewish​​Enrichment,​​they​​have​​acquired​

​foundational​​Jewish​​literacy,​​and​​also​​developed​​their​​own​​ideas​​about​​what​

​Judaism​​means​​to​​them.​​Some​​families​​choose​​to​​have​​B-Mitzvah​​ceremonies​​at​

​local​​synagogues​​and​​some​​choose​​to​​mark​​this​​occasion​​in​​personalized​​ways​​that​

​may​​or​​may​​not​​involve​​a​​synagogue.​​We​​partner​​with​​families​​to​​support​​a​
​B-Mitzvah​​experience​​that​​reflects​​the​​family’s​​Jewish​​life​​as​​well​​as​​the​
​individuality​​of​​the​​child.​​Our​​process​​proceeds​​within​​a​​family’s​​lifelong​

​relationship​​with​​Judaism​​and​​aims​​to​​launch​​children​​into​​the​​next​​stage​​of​

​responsibility​​in​​their​​lives.​

​Wait,​​I​​have​​more​​questions!​​Is​​there​​someone​​I​​can​​chat​​with?​

​Yes!​​Please​​reach​​out​​to​​Rabbi​​Daniel​​Atwood,​​Field​​School​​Director,​​at​

​daniel@jewishenrichment.org​​.​
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