
 

Welcome!  
This packet contains enrollment information for the 2020-2021 school year. Register online at 
jewishenrichment.org/enroll. 

Age-Based Groupings & Schedule 
Important Dates: 


• Friday, May 22, at 9 AM: Returning families confirm onsite days for 2020-2021 
• Monday, June 1, at 9 AM: Enrollment opens for new families. 

*Some days fill quickly. If you feel strongly about specific days, please fill out the 
confirmation form right away.*  

Infants Through Kindergarten
Two choices!
A. Family Program: Ages 0 – 5

• Online Sunday morning Circle Time and guided play for children and a grown-up 
(siblings can come, too!)  

• Materials sent home for play and discovery, with ideas for using these materials with 
young children 

• Information about the Jewish holiday/topic in the materials box 
• Dates/Times:  

◦ Ages 0 – 2: 
◦ Sunday mornings, 10:00-10:25 AM   

▪ Fall (8 sessions): Oct 18 – Dec 13 
▪ Winter (8 sessions): Jan 24 – March 14  
▪ Spring (6 sessions): April 11 – May 23 

◦ Ages 3 – 5: 
◦ Sunday mornings, 10:30-10:55 AM 

▪ Fall (8 sessions): Oct 18 – Dec 13 
▪ Winter (8 sessions): Jan 24 – March 14  
▪ Spring (6 sessions): April 11 – May 23 

◦ Tuesday mornings, 10:00-10:25 AM  
▪ Fall (8 sessions): Sept 15 – Nov 3 

B. Peer Learning: Ages 3 – Kindergarten
• “Classic” Jewish Enrichment Center, including weekly: 

◦ Sunday morning outside in-person Jewish play with grown-up nearby, 10:00 – 
10:20 AM 

◦ Circle Time and parallel play online  
◦ Optional small group Hebrew play online 
◦ Asynchronous games, videos, art ideas weekly 
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• First grade children may choose this option 
Once school schedules are released, we’ll use a simple online scheduling program used 
successfully by other schools to set times for small groups. Sign up now for your preferred day, 
and we’ll be back in touch about timing.   

First Through Fifth Grade Children
• “Classic” Jewish Enrichment Center, including: 

◦ Twice weekly camp-style Jewish learning online 
▪ 1st-3rd grade children: 30-35 minutes 
▪ 4th – 5th grade children: 40-45 minutes  

◦ Personalized Hebrew learning online 
▪ 1:1 or 2:1 with educator, weekly for 25 minutes 
▪ Optional for 1st-2nd grade children 

◦ Sunday morning outside in-person Jewish play, every other week 10:00 – 10:45 
AM 

◦ Asynchronous games, videos, art ideas weekly 
• Sixth grade children may choose this option  

Once school schedules are released, we’ll use a simple online scheduling program used 
successfully by other schools to set times for small groups. Sign up now for your preferred day, 
and we’ll be back in touch about timing. 

Middle and High School Kids
• Weekly Judaics class 
• Biweekly youth group programming, to include games, hanging out, social service 

projects, Jewish holiday celebrations, and more (in-person when feasible) 
• Madrichim (“Leadership”) program on Sunday mornings outside in-person 
• Optional B-Mitzvah inquiry project  

Once school schedules are released, we’ll use a simple online scheduling program used 
successfully by other schools to set times for small groups. Sign up now for your preferred day, 
and we’ll be back in touch about timing.   

School Day Support for Children in Remote Learning
• Ages: First grade and older 
• An educator will help children complete assigned remote learning schoolwork. Children 

will be able to play, socialize, and do special projects.  
• Children will need to supply their own device to get online. 
• Local and national health and safety guidelines will be strictly enforced. Masks and 

distancing will be required at all times. Eating will take place primarily outside. 

Frequently Asked Questions  

What is the Jewish Enrichment Center? 
The Jewish Enrichment Center is pioneering a progressive model of Jewish community and 
learning for children and families, rooted in empathy, text study, and creative expression. 

We raise the child’s voice in Jewish learning. Through our unique communal project process, 
children grapple with Jewish text and emerge with a new understanding of self and the world. 
We run a school in Hyde Park, Chicago, and teach our mindset and methodologies to educators 
nationwide.
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What Jewish denomination is the Jewish Enrichment Center affiliated with? 
The Jewish Enrichment Center is not affiliated with any denomination or movement of Judaism, 
and our community represents a wide range of Jewish beliefs and practices. Many of our 
families are affiliated with other synagogues or temples in the Chicago area; many of our 
families are not affiliated with any other Jewish institutions. Our curriculum encourages children 
to explore Jewish texts and traditions, and to develop their own personal interpretation of, and 
relationship with, Judaism. Our children and families have a wide range of beliefs and practices 
around God, Jewish holidays, and Jewish texts. 

What ages does your program include? 
We run Sunday morning programming for infants and toddlers, and Sunday morning plus 
Monday - Thursday afternoon programming for three-year-olds through 10th grade. 

My partner isn’t Jewish / I’m a single parent / I’m raising my grandchildren / My 
child has two parents of the same gender / We don’t celebrate Jewish holidays at 
home. Will our family fit in? 
Yes.  

What days should we choose? How many days should we choose? 
Choose the days that work best for your family. We foster community among the children no 
matter what days of the week they’re enrolled on. Plus, we offer several age-based and Center- 
wide opportunities throughout the year for children and families to get to know each other. 
Our project-based curriculum makes it possible for children to ask the questions that matter to 
them, and to wrestle with their questions in ways they prefer, in a community of peers, as part of 
the long tradition of Jewish conversation. Every session here reflects the mix of children and 
ideas present that day; every session offers something new. 

Why do children attend at least two days/week starting in kindergarten? 
The kind of creative, communal, long-term project work we do with children requires them to 
trust each other, collaborate, and take risks. It takes time to build and sustain the kind of 
relationships that supports this intensive work. 

In addition, children need to revisit their thinking about the current theme at least twice during 
the week in order to continue developing their ideas. To learn Hebrew in a natural way (i.e., 
through the auditory environment, through play), children need to hear and play with the 
language multiple times/week. 

For the 2020-2021 school year only, in recognition of how challenging online learning can be for 
young children, kindergarten children will be invited for a short weekly session online and a 
short weekly session outside in-person. 

Do you teach Hebrew? Does my child need to learn Hebrew? 
Hebrew is embedded into the auditory and visual environment, and in the routines of our day, so 
children pick up the language naturally. Children of all ages play games in Hebrew, often 
choosing how they would like to engage with the language that day. Hebrew is woven into our 
physical playtime for younger children, and older children master Hebrew prayers. Comfort with 
the Hebrew language, and a working vocabulary, are essential to developing confidence in 
owning the texts of our centuries’-old Jewish conversation. A child who owns these texts can 
play with Judaism, creating their own meaning in Jewish life and community. 
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Why do you have multiage groupings? 
The Jewish Enrichment Center offers multiage groupings in all kevutzot (groups). With a broad 
range of ages, children learn from other children through role modeling, allowing younger 
children to be stimulated intellectually by older children and older children to develop self- 
reliance and responsibility. Multiage groupings also promote friendship between children of 
various ages, which strengthens the community as a whole. Multiage groupings make it 
possible for children see that each one of us brings strengths and a unique perspective to our 
community. 

Do you offer summer programming? 
We do! We had a robust line-up in June and July 2020. This year we’ll be having August Jewish 
Enrichment Camp online! Please visit our website for more information.  

Will my child be ready for a Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah?  
Children at the Jewish Enrichment Center develop the skills, knowledge, and confidence to 
design their own lifelong relationship with Judaism. Starting at an early age, children develop a 
relationship with the Torah, learn to express their own ideas about Torah and Judaism, and 
dialogue respectfully with peers. Children learn Hebrew, and they learn Jewish prayers and 
about Jewish prayer services. By the time children reach the age of B-Mitzvah (a gender neutral 
term) at the Jewish Enrichment Center, they have acquired foundational Jewish literacy, and 
also developed their own ideas about what Judaism means to them. 

Can we celebrate our child’s B-Mitzvah with the Jewish Enrichment Center? 
Yes. We partner with families to design a B-Mitzvah experience that reflects the family’s Jewish 
life as well as the individuality of the child. Our process proceeds within a family’s lifelong 
relationship with Judaism and aims to launch children into the next stage of responsibility in their 
lives. Children who celebrate becoming B-Mitzvah with the Jewish Enrichment Center engage in 
a personalized, long-term project emerging from their strengths and interests, learn to chant 
from the Torah, and participate in a ritual that reflects their own and their family’s values. 

Tuition Information for 2020-2021 
Tuition in 2020-2021 will remain the same as it was in the previous year. We know these are 
challenging times. Your tuition support helps make possible the continuation of this creative, 
empathetic Jewish learning for years to come. Thank you. 

Tuition support is available, and we’d like to spend every dollar of our tuition support fund, every 
year. To receive tuition support, please contact Rabbi Larry Edwards for a confidential 
conversation (LLE49@comcast.net). He will gladly meet privately with you and make 
appropriate arrangements. Your privacy will be respected.  

Registration Fee: 
For 2020-2021 school year:  

■ $50/child: Pre-enrollment for Current Families (May 26 - May 31) 
■ $50/child: Enrollment Opens for All Families (June 1) 
■ $100/child: Rolling Enrollment (After July 24) $50 per child through August 24. 
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Family Program 
Sunday Family Program for 0 – 4 year old children 

• Fall session (8 weeks): Oct 18, Oct 25, Nov 1, Nov 8, Nov 15, Nov 22, Dec 6, Dec 13 
• Winter Session (8 weeks): Jan 24-March 14 
• Spring Session (6 weeks): April 11, April 18, April 25, May 2, May 16, May 23 

Tuesday Family Program for 3 – 4 year old children  
• Fall Session (8 weeks): Sept 15-Nov 3 

Cost: $96 for an 8 week session, $72 for a six week session. Discount for enrolling for the entire 
year: $250 

Sunday/Afterschool Tuition 
Includes entire school year of Sunday in-person and weekday online sessions, small group or 
1:1 Hebrew learning online, project materials, family and community programs, electronic 
resources for working on Hebrew at home and for singing Enrichment Center music, and youth 
group programming for middle and high school kids. Jewish Enrichment Camp tuition not 
included. 

Sunday/afterschool tuition may be paid in full by August 15, 2020, or in two equal installments, 
by August 15, 2020 and by January 15, 2021. 

For 2020 – 2021 school year*: 
• Nursery/Kindergarten Children: $1300 
• First Through Tenth Grades: $2450 

*Congregation Rodfei Zedek subsidizes its member families’ participation. Contact the Jewish 
Enrichment Center for more information. 

Jewish Enrichment Camp 
• Cost for a week of camp for incoming 1st through 3rd grade children: $60 per family, $20 

for extra materials box if you have more than one child. 
• Cost for a week of camp for incoming 4th through 7th grade children: $100 per family, 

$20 for extra materials box if you have more than one child. 

Financial Support 
The Jewish Enrichment Center offers financial support to families. Confidential conversations 
are held with Rabbi Larry Edwards (LLE49@comcast.net). Neither the Director nor the Board 
plays a role in determining financial support for families. 

Financial support is available for up to 50% of a family’s tuition, including registration fees. 

Withdrawals and Refunds 
By submitting the enrollment form, your family confirms your commitment to pay tuition and fees 
to the Jewish Enrichment Center for the full academic year. The $50 registration fee is not 
refundable, and no tuition is due until August 15th. If you enroll today and your situation 
changes prior to August 15th, there will no be no additional (beyond the $50 registration fee) 
financial obligation. 
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